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Chapter 2: In aLiberated Fatherland (pp 65-82)
Liberation and Homecoming

August 18" 1945. Since they said the Japanese Emperor woake @ radio broadcast
we conscripted laborers put down our tools andegathin front of the radio, but because
of static we were completely unable to understahdtwas being said.

August 18' we went into Samchk Up', and white-clad Koreans formed a sea of
humanity sharing the joy of liberation.

Along with the joy of liberation | was consumed wvorry. The worry led off with
wondering how I, who knew nothing, could dedicatelifie for the sake of an
independent fatherland. Nevertheless, the faciileatad been liberated from oppression
was more than anything else a joyful event. It as# we were leaping out of the heavy
chains we had carried around with us up until remd it was also as if my spirits that
had been repressed were constantly growing toviarti¢avens.

At that time our group of conscripted workers haéireduced from 26 to eight, and
with the help of leaders in Samok’'we got to decide to leave for Seoul by coal-fired
truck on August 17. On the morning of that day we had gone exultaatbund

Samchbk on the truck flying the T'aedkki? yelling “Long live independence”, but then
had been picked up by the Japanese military pdiae,our T'aegkki confiscated, and
underwent insults. The military police pulled olir pistols and threatened to shoot us
dead. We, who were unarmed, decided that therexvaged to die a dog’s death
opposing men made malicious by sudden defeat, @apdtsup no resistance, and
returned to the inn where we had lodged for the fwas days.

I've forgotten his given name, but at that time agpour party was a friend with the
surname Son who was always fighting. He was adrighom | had known from our
days working our way through school in Tokyo, aredaas so skilled at fighting that
even if he came out to a labor site he fought somthat the supervisor would just give
him a day’s wages and beg him to please go homlagan he was known as Kend
Takeshi.

He suggested that in the meantime we should teéedsan to the Choa police officer
who had been keeping watch over us and bullyingud then leave. We all endorsed his

! Hwang had been conscripted in Japan in January 48d was sent to Korea to work in a coal mine in
Samchbk, Kangwsn Province. AriJp is a small town that is the administrative ceofea township.

2 The T’aegikki, or “Flag of the Great Ultimate” is the currédouth Korean flag with the Yin-yang figure
in the center (Great Ultimate) surrounded by foexdgrams from thiing.



proposal. In the end it turned out that the @ngsolice officer was going up to
Ch’unch®n® by the same means we were.

The police detective came over to the inn so héddooard the truck. He was around 35
years old and looked as agile as if he were a Blatdk belt. However, there were eight
of us, and each of us had a dagger, so we surrduhdeofficer without any fear. Son
was the first to speak.

“As a traitor to the nation you must be punished.”

At that the officer replied coolly without blinkingn eye, “I've done you no harm. If you
want to kill me | will have no choice but to defemyself.”

And then he pulled out a pistol. We trusted otilelidaggers, but when he pulled out a
pistol we had to stop. Son started out again.

“It's not that we’re going to kill you. It's that &want you to personally acknowledge the
crimes you have committed.”

“While it is true that | watched over you as a pelbfficer, | had no choice because of
orders. But | didn’t actually harm you. You candt andiscriminately just because Japan
has been defeated.”

Rather it was he who was lecturing us. Son, knesugh to avoid getting shot, and so
brought it to a close.

“Fine, let’s talk about this problem again in theure if we have the opportunity.”

And so we mildly let the guy go. Son said to ugs“tifficult to punish him here so | just
sent him off. But since he’s going with us, lets @ bit and look for an opportunity to
kill him in an out of the way place.

This time, too, we all assented.

The truck with the eight of us and the police ddfistarted out for Seoul. When it started
to get dark we glanced at each other. The truckasasnding a windy road surrounded
by pine fields. We concealed our daggers and wéite8on’s signal.

Just then a police jeep suddenly pulled up behsmd\hen it signaled with its headlights
the police officer waved his hand. The police jegpped the truck. And then the police
officer jumped nimbly out and climbed into the jesapd went off into the distance as if
mocking us. We looked at the police car like a ttag has chased a chicken stares at the
roof, and then looked at each other sharing exjnes®f dejection. This was a patrtial

self portrait of our giddiness and despair upontigediberation.

3 Ch’'unch®n is the capital of Kangsn Province.



Arriving in Ch'unch’dn it was ten o’clock at night when we found an iAnyoung man
who had been taken off as a conscript in Seoul'sgéan Divisiofi and who had
decked a Japanese squad leader and desertedheeams that conscripted students
who had been living in Samaik had come to the inn, and he sought us out. Hieus|
about his experience as a conscript and askedwsgynen how we wanted to be in the
future.

Several of us beginning with Son gave him advice | Ihadn’t been able to even decide
on my own course yet, and so | remained silentirAtlur party were thinking that
having gone off as conscripts was like performioge great deed. And more than
anything we were anxious to be able to do greagthin the future as members of the
intelligentsia.

The next day we boarded the electric train to gerdto Seoul, and | was moved that the
electric train was operated by Koreans. Howeveemiharrived in Seoul | was greatly
disappointed. This was because in the police sistmd police boxes the Japanese
police had installed machine guns and had complgitton public order in the city. To
me, who had thought that with liberation alone world would come, the fact that the
Japanese police still had responsibility for mamtey order gave me somehow a bitter
taste.

Starting with Son, the students whose hometowns wethe south went to different
lodgings, and |, following a hometown friend, ined a debt by going to this friend’s
older brother’s house. I've forgotten the namehef $chool, but this friend’s brother was
a professor at a one-department university. Whilag at that house my friend and his
brother were going to seesYUnhysng;” going to see somebody else, but | found it
tedious to follow them around, and decided to retarP’yongyang alone, so on August
20" 1945 | left for P'yngyang.

When | reached home the daily life of my aged pareras pretty much the same as what
| had heard at the time of my conscription. Onegnhthe house was leaning forward
and seemed about to fall over, so father had catania tree to prop it up in two places
instead of pillars, water leaked into the stovel so they had set up a cauldron in the
courtyard to make ricBDaily life at my sister-in-law’s house iniBgho Village was

pretty much the same as there. However, the d&lpt my second brother-in-law who
was a truck driver was nevertheless on the OK side.

* Yongsan was the major camp for Japan’s militagspnce in Seoul, and subsequently became the center
for the American military in Seoul.

® Y5 Unhyong was a prominent leftist leader who had beerusted by the Japanese authorities to work
toward Korean rule, and was busy organizing theslinrPeople’s Republic so as to present the American
forces with dait accompliwhen they arrived in late September. However KBR was never recognized

by the American occupation authorities.

® In a Korean farmhouse of that period, the stovilaénkitchen was normally built of clay with a meta
caldron set in the top, and a fire hole undernaafiiien a fire was lit in the fire hole it heated thater in

the built-in caldron, with the smoke exiting thrdug chimney on the other side of the rooms withdgba
floors. In this case the fire hole was damp anddidube used, so they set up the metal caldrahén
courtyard presumably building an open air fire unéath to heat water and cook rice.



Student Support Soldiers and conscripts who haded after having been taken away,
actively came out to confiscate the property oda@se. They strutted around with
armbands labeled Security Corps and wearing Japaweasds.

Our family living was only too poverty-stricken,@hwas in a position where | had to
find some sort of work right away to help my pasentun Pyng-n, a graduate of my
same Ordinary School had joined the Communist Rartiywas participating in

important organizational work. He looked me up asked me what | was planning to do.

“l want to study some more.”

“Stop your study right now, and let’s participatetihhe new politics. How can you think
of more schooling during this confusion?”

“In any case I'll go to P’yngyang once and then decide.”

When | had parted with my comrades in Seoul | hadnised to return to my hometown
and cast about for a way to continue my education.

Going to P’'yngyang | looked up my alma mater Brygyang Commercial School, and
there | was able to meet some senior colleagues.

“You've finally arrived safely. Now the Japanesadieers have all gone away and made
it so we can’t operate the school. Chasgyyou ought to help with school matters.”

And so from August 28 my rail trip from Seoul to P§ngyang came to an end. Ah, if |
had gone to Seoul at that time my fate would haenlgreatly different. However, at
that time 1 didn’t have enough courage to crosglly over the 38parallel, and | also
wasn’t in a position to understand Seoul propdshsides, more than anything leaving
my old parents and going to Seoul alone would egbioper, and so on no account did |
harbor such a thought.

In P’yongyang leftist elements were suddenly startingéaty increase, and there were
many people who wanted to convince me of the rigggrof Communist party theory.
Rather than follow blindly | made up my mind to ebge conditions while teaching the
students at my alma mater, and so | joined the doryn

P'yongyang Commercial School occupied a hillock at Mg and behind it was the
provincial administrative building. The provincediministrative building was the finest
building in P’yongyang. And so the Soviet army made the proviragahinistrative
building their headquarters, and allotted to thethN&orean authorities Pgngyang City
Hall. And they used the Tax Office Building as treadquarters of the Communist Party.

" Mansudae “10,000 view terrace” is a district ofteen Pyngyang on a cliff overlooking the Taedong
River that is the home village of Kim Il Sung, amaluses many important North Korean institutions.



| used my spare time from teaching students to teadapanese Kawakami Hajim&'s
Story of PovertyThe Communist Manifestor Anti-Duhringetc. However,
understanding came slowly. And of course | didavé the ability to refute them. The
teachers were inadequate because they had todaeactety of subjects, and | was
exceedingly busy. First of all because of my fdtbeng known as a champion at
calculation | taught calculation, and also the seuthey called social science (the
rudiments of communist theory), and sometimesd &dsight algebra or geometry.

At the school there were many newly entered stigamid there were those who couldn’t
study but were accepted because they were saelgodd at soccer or basketball, so the
student body was quite complicated. And there wete few students among them who
were older than me.

One day a Soviet army jeep pulled into the playlyarthe school, and the officers
rushed into the principal’s office. They were gotoghave us give up our school to the
Soviet Army headquarters. And so they told us wetbago to the location of a Japanese
girl’s school in the vicinity of P'yngyang Station, and so we went there having bengive
one-sided notice. We had to do as we had beeneatder

When we started to move the school Soviet armygefé walked around meddling, and
even confiscated the school supplies that we hiabdtgdhe students. We asked them not
to, telling them that the supplies were necessaryhie students, but they didn'’t listen. |
wondered if to the Soviet army even school suppliese tempting war booty, but had no
choice but to relinquish them.

Even though the location of the Japanese schoolniersor to P'yongyang Commercial
School, the building was in better shape. Moreowemere overjoyed that books were
plentiful. Seeing the building was spacious, alwitp the Commercial School, the
Supreme Court, and Judicial Training Center cam&here was also a dormitory, so |
was made the superintendent of the dormitory.

At the school there were quite a few teachers wlewlder and better educated than I.
Nevertheless the students followed only me, arfterathan it being because | was their
senior colleague it was because | loved them tritlgout hypocrisy. At my first work
place and alma mater Bygyang Commercial School | indeed worked devotedly.

At that time there were many cases of the Sovildiess seizing people on the street and
asking them to introduce them to girls, or whilkiag for money harass them for no
reason or even assault them. Even | was seizedWigtSoldiers several times on my
way home after going out at night. Each time Ihig away just barely avoiding inciting
them, but in truth even at these times there weidesits guarding me from the distant
sidelines. They were members of the soccer anchbgxiograms, and knowing that they
had formed a team to follow me and save me in eemeigs, rather than happiness | felt
a burning surge of emotion.



The Soviet soldiers that perpetrated these soitscafent | heard later were mainly
prisoner brigades. They committed robbery or repe,and worst of all even shot
persons to death. There was an incident even texttemt of a gang of eight entering a
house and gang rapping 4 @ear female student, messing up her body.

After | became a teacher my hometown family membetgo draw rations and were
able to find some comfort again. When land refoame father transferred his fields in
Ihyon Village to my maternal uncle, and in his villageeived a two-person portion of
land® and said he would make a living by farming.

| Become a Cell Chairman

| was a teacher, but at the same time | was indegmbor as a church mouse. | didn’t
have a single set of clothes that | could put om#ike me neat and respectable, and |
didn’t even have a fountain pen that | sorely needenong the students were three, Yun
Chaehong, Yi Mgno, and Pak Gingho, that | most looked out for. Yun'’s father had
been a patrolmarduring the Japanese colonial period, and frontithe of liberation
developed weak lungs and was recuperating at hisehim Clingsan County. Also, his
paternal aunt’s house being in Brygyang, his aunt would occasionally prepare foatl an
bring it over to the school. We who ate mainly comthe cob used to wait earnestly for
Yun’s aunt to come.

Yun'’s considerateness didn't stop there, and kngwhat | didn’t have any clothes worth
wearing, he even brought me the patrolman’s uniftrat his father had worn, only
cutting off the epaulets. My senior colleague at@wmmercial High Schod| Kim
Togwon gave me a fountain pen as a gift that | wrotd\gratefully.

The people were still filled with alarm. There wéne horse carts in the storeroom to the
side of the dormitory, and in addition there wer@mother items of use. But as life
became more and more difficult, everybody endedetpng ripped off never knowing
who carried things away.

Next to the school was a relocation camp for Jagankt times the Soviet soldiers used
to come there and violently demand women, and tlvere also times when they got the
wrong building and they came to our school dormyititrwas dangerous because the
Soviet soldiers couldn’t talk with us very well,dabeing drunk they hit people or waved
their guns wildly around.

One night at the time when we fastened the gatieeoflormitory and went to bed we
could hear the coming sound of Soviet soldiers ngakiruckus. Afraid they would see

8 In the North Korean land reform in the spring 848, land was confiscated from landlords without
compensation, and distributed for free to peasamis point system based on the amount of laborlihdy
in their households.

° Sunsalowest level of the colonial constabulary.

9 The school in P'gngyang Hwang had attended and where he initiallghaafter Liberation.



our lights and come to commit violence we turnetitbe lights and pretended to be
asleep. The Soviet soldiers kept pounding on ote garsing all the while in loud voices.
We hid cowering in the coal shed. Since school exaghe rest of the students had gone
home, and there were only the four of us, Yun CbhaghYi Myono, Pak Chngho, and |I.

When we didn’t open the gate it seemed to be duiethen after a minute we heard

again the sound of pounding on the gate. We westtehpiding our breath. After a while
the Soviet soldiers who had been beating on owr Igéitand everything became quiet.
We carefully tiptoed back into the room, soothedaarmed hearts and went to sleep.

The next day we opened the door and peered outstbhege shed door had been left
open. Inside was a set of bedding, and a Sovieteo® winter overcoat. The Soviet
soldiers had apparently swiped these things amdhein in our storage shed, so maybe
the night before a military search party had gomet@ capture those soldiers and had
made a ruckus like that. When we didn’t open thte,ghey couldn’t discover the items,
and just left. Since we were short of quilts anlidn’t even have an overcoat, | finally
died the overcoat black and wore it, and we coveregdelves together with the quilt.
P’yongyang School of Commerce got this school buildmtipe fall of 1945 and was
there until the summer of 1946.

Right around that time | came to work together v8ting Hanhyk who was a teacher in
a People’s [elementary] School in@lgsan County after returning from being a student
conscript in the Japanese army. Although up umét time both Song Hanbl and | had
not joined any political party, we had participatedeacher training, heard lectures, and
even read communist books. And so since we weeadyrgoing to become party
members we thought it best that we join the ComstuParty rather than the New
People’s Party’

So we asked some Communist Party members with whenvere regularly acquainted
whether we could join the party.

“How long did you do labor? Why do you want to joihe Communist Party?”

They were questioning us closely as if it were@ssrexamination. Song Haritkyand |
had expected that we would only have to say we &datt join the party and they would
welcome us with open arms, but when we were unéggdbctreated so unkindly, we
gave up our plans to join the party. Even so, wesneonsidered joining the New
People’s Party.

Not too long after Song Hanbly arrived the school was reorganized into a Econsmi
Technical School, and at the same time that itlhvedls divided into the three departments

" The two leftist parties in North Korea at thatéinvere the Communist Party North Korea Branch, hic
was increasingly under the control of Kim Il Sungldis Kapsan faction, and the New People’s Party
which, until it merged with the Communist Partyféom the Korean Workers Party in the fall of 19%@&s
dominated by the Yanan group who had repatriatet fvorking with the Chinese Communist Party in
Yanan.



of economics, management, and accounting, and kaagyjed to a coeducational system.
The teachers that we had come to love at thatwere turned over to Kim Il Sung
University that was newly being established, andwees moved to the building of the
school affiliated with the Teacher’s College in MurVillage of East P§ngyang. | can
still vividly remember getting my things togethand riding a horse cart together with
Song Hanhyk sliding about all the way in a day of pouringrai

Although the building into which we newly moved wésas good as the school we had
used before, it was on the clean side for a Pep@lehoo”. Together with my disciple
Yun Chaeyong | cooked in the night watchman'’s effi8ince Song Hanbig had

married and put together his own household | watily one among the teachers who
didn’t have a house. And so | had to take careaithing the school. | had to cook but |
didn’t prepare a meal each time. At most | roastatie corn on the cob and ate it
chattering noisily with the students.

At that place, too, thieves were always comingntildinally in the middle of the night it
reached the extent that they came into the nighthwaan’s office while we were
sleeping and even stole the clothes we had takKeandfset aside. | lost the fountain pen
that my senior colleague had given me and the etothat Yun Chaehong had brought
for me. The thieves even depressed us by swipmgadhool’'s glass. So one day some
soccer players hid themselves away and caughativals.

They marched the rascals to their place of resel@m¥onmot-tong. They were living in
an old store house using straw for quilts. Wheaw that scene it occurred to me that
their thievery wasn't irrational, so | lectured thaot to keep snatching our glass and left
them as they were.

With the arrival of fall a dormitory was furnishatla place not far from the school, and |
once again was dormitory supervisor. At the same &s they reorganized the school as
a professional school of economics, the directdhefschool got changed, and teachers
responsible to the party had gotten assigned. daitatihat time the Communist Party and
the New People’s Party merged to form the NorthegarWorkers Party The new
school director was Shim Chaeyun, who as a pers8owth Korean origin had been in
the communist movement in Japan and then beereanti@hina’s Yanan. Shim’s
appearance was neat and refined, and he sangHedtncied himself a splendid
revolutionary and an authority on philosophy. Armddaimed that his not himself being
a cadre was because the M-L faction (Marxist-Lestifaction), starting with Ch’oe
Ch’ang-ik, was caught up in factional feeling arjcted him-*

12 Elementary School.

13 This would have been the autumn of 1946.

4 The M-L faction led by Ch’oe Ch'ang-ik tended wmnsist of persons with a similar life history toih
Chaeyun—South Korean origin, education in Japahtfto Yanan in the late thirties. Thus the factibat
rejected Shim was precisely the one to which heldvbave normally been expected to belong. The M-L
faction tended to favor united front tactics.



He was close to the communists of Tokyo ImperialV@rsity origin like Kim Tuyong.
Director Kim spoke well, was steady in appearanoé, made a good impression on the
young men. | respected him as a senior colleagdéaralso protected me. He had a love
of detail and if he was working late into the nigletwould even buy me snacks. He
recommended to me that | study philosophy. Howéeeuld already see that he had
merely read a few Chinese materials and his knayded philosophy was trivial. | knew
this because he rejected Greek philosophy or clasSierman philosophy as idealist
philosophy.

The party cell chairman was Ch’oe Kyubong who ckdnto have enlisted in the
Japanese army as a student assistant soldiertetkaad then fought against the
Japanese in Yanan. His home town was in Nortlbrigjgn Province. The cell chairman
in intimidating tone encouraged me to join the pa®chool director Kim also
recommended | join the party. | didn’t find enteritne party that unwelcome, and, since
my teacher comrades also cajoled me saying thatahted to become a teacher | would
have to join the party, | put in an applicatiorjdm the party. And so going through
screening by the district party | joined the Kor&#orkers Party on November 16, 1946.

My sdngbun of origirt® that was recorded on the application was middésaet, and my
social $ngbun was clerk® My colleagues warned me about recording myséfulay.

“You did labor while working your way through schao Japan, were conscripted and
labored for one year and 6 months, so what's gtwrigappen if you write it that way?
Those who have a workesrggbun will rise in the future and it is much moemnbficial
so change it to that.

“What kind of labor is it to be forcibly conscrigtéo labor? | don’t have any desire to
rise in the world, so it’s fine.”

| answered that way and put in my application.

While giving me my party card the district partyagiman emphasized that since this
party card is like that of Comrade Kim Il Sungats extremely glorious party card.

One day in February 1947 cell chairman Ch’oe Kyoaas promoted to the Social
Safety Buread’ The district party asked School Director Shim @&tfidoe Kyubong

whom they should appoint as cell chairman, and teegmmended me positively saying
| was the only appropriate incumbent. And so thmeaths after | joined the party | had
suddenly become the party cell chairman of the Beoos Technical School. Since that
time I've continued with busy days.

15 5ocial origin, och’ulsin ingbun was used by the party to determine one’s sotaabwrigin, and thus
one’s suitability for party membership.

1% 1n North Korea the term “clerkdamuvén is used for most white collar occupations.

" The Social Safety Bureau (sahoesartpu) was involved with internal security.



As dormitory supervisory | had to take care of stutddormitory life, and class time also
increased. This was because the cell chairman & imade responsible for courses
intended as student cultivation. We were also nesddlin the illiteracy eradication
campaign. However an even bigger burden was theatligarty meeting. The district
party called a meeting almost every day. In marsgsdhe meeting started in the evening
and continued until dawn. The content of the greajority of meetings had nothing to

do with school education.

Among the cell chairmen there were quite a few peebpm the surrounding villages,
and so meetings frequently proceeded with criticidrthem. From telling them they
must catch many rats, warning them about wastiaggtelling them they must push
ahead more strongly in the class struggle withtreaaries, to telling them they had to
prevent theft, and so forth they would have endhesstings dealing with trivial matters
to the point that | truly became disgusted.

They would have meetings until late at night andiMdell us to go home only when
dawn approached, and when the cell committee cleaifnom distant places protested as
meetings became too frequent, the party provideohtwith trucks. However because for
me the meeting place was close to the dormitorglked home. While | walked home
alone at dawn | was discontented wondering why canists treated people so badly
this way, but even so | didn’t want to speak iltlé communist party. If you ask why, it
was because they were working so earnestly. Ardl aftvhile | myself was coming to
resemble them. When | assembled the teachers sthol to transmit the district
party’s instructions, the speech mannerism of thosalved in the district party came out
without my being conscious of it. And in tryingoitit this way | began to feel like an
enthusiastic earnest party member myself. Amongtingents the following rumor
circulated:

“Since teacher Hwang has become a party cell claaurine’s become a thorough red.”

However, | hadn’t changed. As | promised, | newatipipated in the oppression of
students who opposed communism, and | never sganéifmed on anybody. Among
the students were mixed in a group who scattelagtete or went on strike at the drop of
a hat. When those things happened | patiently exgalathrough a family visit that the
student should show up and study. | would explandl if a handbill saying they
wouldn’t attend school was delivered to me, | didygét cowed and repeated the
procedure. This is because | knew that the majofistudents supported me.

The students refused to take exams, or openly etighiit the teachers were unable to
block their collective actions. The students whated to earnestly study had requested
that | proctor the examinations of the graduatilegs, and so | had entered the classroom
as proctor. However, my heart was heavy. The reas@rthat | was their senior

colleague and envied by them, but if mutinous sttslshowed up, even though | would
first, having discovered disgraceful cheating, parthem, within a short while it would

be tantamount to handicapping graduating students.



Wanting to prevent something bad however | coughtered the classroom and first
spoke for about 15 minutes.

“Students, the exams are something that has beeantpyplace by the state. So take them
fairly and squarely. Cheating is a cowardly actdéi don’t know the answer, turn in a
blank piece of paper and don't betray your selpees. I'm your senior colleague and
your teacher, but so far as this hour is concefra@d an exam committee member
appointed by the state. Thus | bear the respoitgifor controlling cheating. 1 will
faithfully carry out this responsibility. Pleaserdomisunderstand me on this point.”

The students heeded my words with thanks, everreas not a single student who

cheated during my hour. However, it was discomfigrthat several students turned in
blank exams. | sought out the teacher in chargkeo$tudents and let them know my

opinion that it would be best if the students tdieeexams separately and be given a

diploma.

| emphasized that the students should have greashéladn’t | wasted a lot of time
uselessly trying to become a computation teachrevémt of such advice during my
schooldays? If | had done English or mathematamsuld have spent more usefully those
hours | spent trying to become a computation teache

When | came to Seoul and met some old time studgmtsne'® they all said that my
telling them at that time to have great hopes reshla help. And, when they asked me to
write again as a keepsake the [Chinese] slogari traat written at the time “A teacher
ought not to go three days without having greaeesqtions of his counterparts”, | wrote
it down again for them.

| was harassed while rushing hither and thitherkimgr without a plan as things came up,
and then suddenly | had to think about my futuned Ao | wanted first of all to study
communist materials. In order to study more sKijflireturned to my old lifestyle when

| was working my way through school, and read bosk#e eating uncooked rice and
sleeping only just a little.

School Director Shim recommended that in my studyoonmunism | not just read any
book as | came across it, but select books to seddarxism, but although | read
Lenin’s “On Materialism and Empirical Criticism”t&in’s “Fundamentals of Leninism”,
and “Dialectical Materialism and Historical Matdisan”, | didn’t understand them, and |
didn’t get much return for the time | invested.

After eating uncooked food for five months | onlyffered by getting dysentery, and so
took the American medicine Diazine that frequeaghpeared on the city streets and
improved right away. | was just about over my dysgnwhen | ended up relapsing into

'8 Here Hwang is reminiscing not about &gyang in 1946, but about meeting with former stisl®f his
in South Korea after his defection to South Korea997. Some of these students would have
surreptitiously crossed the 8@arallel to the South in the 1946-1949 period, smie may have retreated
with UN troops that had occupied most of the Ndmicluding P'yongyang) in the fall of 1950.



malaria. On the electric tram | had such bad trenttwait a Soviet officer came up to me
and asked me why | was trembling.

Among the cell chairmen was the director of SadGnglmine Hospital. We were
meeting and he noticed that | was sick, and soble ihe to the hospital and gave me a
shot. He told me that generally after one rounghaits the tremors would completely
stop, but | became clean after only one shot. Laterhen | was studying in the Soviet
Union the malaria recurred, but there they were &tlcompletely cure it, so | didn'’t
have to go to the hospital again for that illness.

| took up the study of English again, and also begjadying Russian. At the district
party | was responsible for the party school anthey gave a variety of courses to me.
There wasn’t enough time complete these coursesekir to the extent that | could |
worked solidly without complaining once. The videaa of the district party
occasionally evaluated my work as good at the gty of the cell chairmen.

My Encounter with Marxism

In February 1948 | got to enter the six month th&oal class at the Central Party School.
This gave important momentum to my ideological depment. This class was a training
class for university teachers in charge of lecon Marxism-Leninism (lectures on the
history of the Soviet Communist Party). The peaph® entered this class were all being
recognized as high level.

This school used the location of Sungsil Techn@allege® and some of the buildings
were used as classrooms while others were useorastdries. In order to make up for
my backward education I relied on not sleeping. Aad got the nickname of night
school student. | organized a philosophy study gmeith comrades who were interested
in philosophy and we studied Engels’ “Ludwig Fewsto and the End of Classic German
Philosophy”?° Through this study | came to the point of recogmjzhat Marxism

carried my philosophy. But on the other hand | &dbthat Marxism didn’t have an
authentic humanist view.

The lecturers who guided us were for the most lgareans from the Soviet Union. The
headmaster was a person named Kimgha and he did lectures in philosophy from
textbooks published in the Soviet Union. From thige on the training time was

9 Soongsil Academy had been founded indRyyang by the Northern Presbyterian missionary.JBadrd.
The Presbyterian mission in Biygyang developed very successfully, and by 19Q@iayfear college
curriculum had been developed and it had becomedgdicCollege, the first in Korea. In 1925 the
Japanese forced the school to reduce its currictiom 4 years to 2 years, turning it into a techhic
college. The university voluntarily closed its dedm 1938 to protest Japanese government pressure o
curriculum and the establishment of state Shinke gollege was refounded in Seoul by North Korean
refugees in 1954.

2 The works of Marx, Engels, and Lenin were ava#ahlJapanese translation at the time, but did not
become available in Korean even in the North wftér the Korean War. Hwang doesn’t say what
language he read the works in. Later on it wouleHzeen Russian, but during this period he wasghigb
reading them in Japanese.



extended one month. And so our theory class wadiet to graduate until the end of
August. Although our graduation marks were simiferse who stood ahead in this or
that career were placed at Kim Il Sung Univerdityas not long after | was placed that
| was summoned out of the blue to the Central CBdreau.

“Comrade, I'm sorry but the wife of Ch’oe Ch’andils been dispatched to the
preparatory course of Kim Il Sung University, aihe $s always asking us to send her to
a Teacher Training College, so we don’t know wbadd. Pardon us, but please go for a
time to the preparatory course at Kim U. Then wiésend you right away to the
university that you want.”

They were requesting of me at the Cadre Bureanstead be at Kim Il Sung University.
Ch’oe Ch'angik was a member of the Political Buraead leader of the Yanan factfon

| didn’t say another word and went over to the prapory course at Kim Il Sung
University. No matter what the reason | had founapportunity to continue my studies.

As a consequence of having been dragged off arstipt | had not been able to
formally graduate from college. So | was at a sitgehich | had really been thirsting for
study. In the preparatory course | took chargeadtfures on social science and logic, and
also split my time to take the entrance exam fadgate school, which | passed. And so |
was able to study in the Department of Philosophy.

I, who had come by leaving the Economics Techricdlool where | had also inherited
the post of cell chairman from Song Habdkyby chance was put in charge of cell tasks.
Even though | had been busy | took the field exaetessary to qualify for college
graduation at spare intervals. Because at thatttimenain building had already been
completed the graduate students were studyingean#in building.

| took a room in a large tile-roofed house nearuhiersity and cooked for myself. The
male house head was always running around doing $ask, and inside a young wife
and child kept house. In the room opposite mineeweale and female students who
were also cooking for themselves, and | occupikitl@room in the midst of them. | did
meals together with the students. As a bachelehtrafemale students would look me
up, and also occasionally people would introducegengomen. But as just another
student | hardened my resolution to devote mysettudy, and as | was busy | had no
time to even think about marriage.

| was newly appointed to the university party comtea. The university’s side wanted
me and the Lecturer in Philosophy to translatettugehe syllabus of an Associate
Professor of Philosophy who had come from the Sd¥eon. | accumulated ability in

2L Ch'oe Ch'angik was a prominent member of the Ya@aoup of communists. He was educated at
Waseda University, and after fleeing to North Chaftgr imprisonment in Korea, he returned to
P’yongyang early in 1946 to help found the New Peopalgty that merged with the Communist Party to
for the Korean Workers Party in the fall of thaayen 1948 Ch’oe was a member of the KWP Central
Committee and the Supreme People’s Assembly. Hdatasinvolved in an attempt to curb Kim Il Sung’s
autocratic authority in 1956, and was purged in7195



Russian and at the same time did my work. But taish my Russian ability | often as
not had to spend the entire night.

It's a later story, but when | studied overseahatGraduate School of Moscow State
University | had the occasion to hear lectures tlogrewith this associate professor, and |
was quite surprised that his level was so low. IKirthis professor, not being able to
keep up with the course, ending up dropping oumig-course. But at that time it was
before | knew his ability, and | suffered many tsdmighs translating his syllabus.

In the summer of 1949 | translated the Soviet @oipher, Asmus’sogic. But later, after
learning more Russian, | myself blushed at the siness of the translation. And yet |
tried my best when | translated in those days.

Right about the time that | completed the firstryg@urse at the graduate school of Kim
Il Sung University | was unexpectedly recommendedierseas study in the Soviet
Union. Although | was worried about leaving my agedlents and going to a distant
foreign country, the joy of being able to contimag studies was stronger.

Song Hanhyk, who had heard the news that | had been recomadiod overseas study
in the Soviet Union, visited me and begged me tp hin be able to study at the
graduate school of Kim Il Sung University. Becausecognized his ability | visited the
university party chairman and recommended Song idaht was asking a cordial favor
at the time of my departure for overseas study,pgntaps for that reason the university
party chairman granted my request.

Song Hanhyk passed the entrance examination for the gradchteol of Kim U, and
studied there for a month. But because the Ecorirechnical School found it difficult
to run without Song Hanldk, when they asked him to return his mind waveredi fze
stayed the course and then wavered again and leeugathe graduate school to which he
had been admitted and ended up returning to thadfaims Technical School.



